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Unmanned aerial vehicles, commonly referred to as drones, 
have been used by the U.S. government in counterterrorism 
campaigns since the onset of its controversial War on Terror. 
In an effort to end terrorism, the use of military drones has 
drastically increased under the Obama administration.  
Despite various drone-related victories, terrorist 
organizations have yet to be subdued in any tangible 
manner. We argue that drones alone cannot bring an end to 
terrorism. While it is debatable whether terrorism can be 
stopped, drones can still play a useful, albeit limited, role in 
the future of counterterrorism.  

 

Victory at the expense of the innocent 
is no victory at all. 
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•  The Obama administration has authorized upwards of 500 
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