ELEC 120L
Foundations of Electrical Engineering Lab
Spring 2007
Policies and Information
Objective

The primary purpose of the laboratory component of this course is to reinforce concepts presented in the lectures and to practice standard test and measurement procedures.  You will gain hands-on experience with common electrical and electronic devices and learn to use the test equipment on the lab bench.
Lab Meetings

Laboratory sessions will meet 2-5 pm each Monday of the semester except March 12 (Spring Recess).  Attendance at laboratory sessions is mandatory.  An unexcused absence will result in a grade of zero for that session.

Handouts

Each week a handout will be posted on the course web page outlining the activities scheduled for the upcoming lab session.  In most cases you will be expected to have read the handout before coming to lab.  Being prepared for lab will save you considerable time.

Grading

The laboratory component of ELEC 120 comprises 15% of your overall course grade.  A lab grade will be assigned each week and will be based upon performance of that week’s lab exercise.  The overall lab grade for the semester will be obtained by averaging all of the weekly lab grades after dropping the lowest grade.  Lab quizzes might be introduced at some point during the semester.  If so, each quiz score will be incorporated into that week’s lab grade.
Grading criteria will vary from week to week, depending on the nature of the activity, but they will always be clearly stated on the lab handout.  Typically, you will be asked to answer a few questions and/or write a short report related to the exercise you have just completed.  You might also be asked to explain or describe in your own words a certain type of circuit behavior that you have investigated.  Normally you will be working with one or two lab partners, and your group will turn in one report.  In that case, everyone in the group will receive the same grade.  Lab assignments will be due either at the end of the lab session or shortly (no more than one day) afterward, depending on the type of exercise.  Individual lab work could be assigned occasionally.
Lab Notebook

You are not required to maintain a formal laboratory notebook for this course.  However, doing so is highly recommended to help you organize and keep track of recorded data, test procedures, and results.  A record of lessons learned in the lab might help you considerably as you study for exams or prepare for later lab exercises.
Other Policies

If necessary, additional lab policies could be posted to the course web site.
